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REUNION 2018
 The Alum ni Reunion takes place the weekend in  between the gir ls and boys session every year. 
Cam p becom es a place fu l l  of joy, exci tem ent, sadness, and nostalgia dur ing th is t im e. Cam p is fu l l  
of cam pers saying their  sad ?Goodbyes? to new l i fe-long fr iends and Cam p after  an am azing 4 
weeks. Cam p is fu l l  of counselor s who are em otional  fr om  having to say farewel l  to cam pers, t i r ed 
fr om  the long days, exci ted to celebrate the successes of 2018?s great f i r st  session and m eet the 
new cam pers that would soon be ar r iving. As soon as the gir ls leave, Cam p is fu l l  again th is t im e 
with Alum ni fr om  m any generat ions who are al l  exci ted to be back  at Cam p Rising Sun! This year  
alum ni cam e fr om  as far  away as Kenya, South Afr ica, Egypt, Europe and South Am er ica as wel l  as 
places bi t  closer  l ike Cal i forn ia, Utah, Colorado, M innesota, Nor th Carol ina and of course, New 
Yorkers. W e are thr i l led so m any alum ni cam e to celebrate their  m ajor  m i lestone anniversar ies; 
5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50 year !!! The energy was palpable. Al l  were exci ted and happy to be together  
at Cam p. The LAJF board m eeting was l ively and welcom ed twenty guests plus our  dedicated 
board m em bers. Dur ing M andy and Libby day we honored som e of our  m ost dedicated alum ni 
including Richard and Nita Luis, Sarah Utterm ann-M er r i t t , and M ichael  Saratovsky. There was an 
ar ray of Instruct ions and a Tour  of the Red H ook  cam pus. 

 On Saturday after  dinner  we sang our  hear ts out. That n ight around a glowing f i r e, we heard the 

wisdom  of dear  alum ni. On Sunday we awoke groggy after  a late n ight of en joying each other?s 
good com pany. W e were al l  hum bled by a beauti fu l  spread. M any shared hugs goodbye and hopes 
for  r euni t ing next sum m er  at the 89th reunion. The m ost com m on com m ent I  heard throughout 
the weekend was, I  don't know why it's taken me this long to come back, but I 'm  glad I  did. And I  

was so glad they al l  cam e hom e too for  the weekend! 

A big thank  you to the staff and dozens of volunteers who m ade reunion weekend possible. 
Preparat ions for  th is wonder fu l  weekend began in  Septem ber , just weeks after  the 2017 cam pers 
went hom e. In  2019, we wi l l  be celebrat ing 30 years of wom en at Cam p Rising Sun. LAJF is 
com m itted to honor ing th is wonder fu l  occasion and offer  a very special  welcom e to our  pioneer  
wom en fr om  1989. W e also look  forward to welcom ing our  m i lestone classes fr om  1939, 1949, 
1959, 1969 1979, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2009, and 2014 alum ni. 

-H elene M attera, '97, '98, '00, ?10-?12, ?15-?18 

LAJF Executive Director  



At th is year?s Alum ni Reunion, i t  was with great pr ide that the Louis August Jonas Foundation 
presented Sarah Utterm ann-M er r i t t  wi th the 2018 Volunteer  of the Year  award. Sarah (?02, ?03, 
?12-?16, ?18) em bodies the values and m ission of LAJF in  her  service as head of select ion for  
Cal i forn ia, m em ber  of the Alum ni Counci l , and volunteer  counselor  at Cam p.

Sarah has touched the l ives of m any alum ni through her  service at Cam p dur ing her  num erous 
sum m ers on staff. She exhibi ts the utm ost love and respect for  our  com m unity and program .  
Sarah is an invaluable asset to the Foundation and to Cam p Rising Sun!

 

 Richard and Juanita Luis 

Louis August Jonas Foundation summer 2018 board meeting 

Honoring Exceptional  Volunteers and Supporters

M ichael  Saratovsky was honored for  h is 
sign i f icant contr ibut ions whi le overseeing the 
Bui lding and Grounds Com m ittee. LAJF 
appreciates h is t im e and effor ts to organize 
renovation projects at Cl in ton and Red H ook . 

Richard and Nita Luis were honored for  their  sign i f icant contr ibut ions to Cam p Rising Sun and the 
Louis August Jonas Foundation.  Their  suppor t helps ensure Cam p thr ives now and in  the future.  A 
catalpa tr ee was planted at the Cl in ton cam pus  in  their  honor.  Their  legacy wi l l  always l ive on at Cam p. 

An open board m eeting was held dur ing the 
Alum ni Reunion. The board heard about 
fundraising, com m ittee updates, Alum ni 
engagem ent, and str ategic planning updates. 
The board was inspired to hear  how Cam p's 
program ing is excel l ing fr om  the Program  
Director , Janessa Schi lm oel ler   
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Instructions

W ater col or i n g by Ol i v i a - Ol ivia lead an instruct ion on watercolor ing. She 
taught basic techniques for  using watercolor , and par t icipants created their  
own pieces. 

Fun for the 
Whole Family

5

M ed i a Li ter acy by M ai  An h -  

M ai Anh led a discussion on m edia 
l i teracy.  The topic of m edia l i teracy 
revolves around accessing m edia, 
analyzing content, evaluat ing m essages 
and being able to create m edia for  
sel f-expression and com m unicat ion. 
Par t icipants in  th is instruct ion develop 
som e necessary tools to be responsible 
and cr i t ical  consum ers of m edia 

In tel l i gen t  Robot i cs by Shan n on  Yasuda- Shannon led a discussion on the ever -changing wor ld of r obot ics and ar t i f icial  
in tel l igence. In  studying speci f ical ly r obot ic in tel l igence and robot-hum an in teract ion, th is instruct ion chal lenged 
par t icipants to th ink  cr i t ical ly about the role m achines play in  our  societ ies. There were discussions on the eth ics of r obots 
and the future of technology in  our  wor ld.

H i stor y of  Cam p by Ri ck  Ri ch ter  - For  years, Rick  has visi ted cam p and given cam pers the oppor tun i ty to hear  m ore about 
the h istor y of our  program . This year  was no di fferent. W e were happy to have Rick  offer  h is instruct ion on the r ich h istor y 
of Cam p Rising Sun dur ing Alum ni W eekend. 

The M en s? Stor y Pr oject  by Pete Com as, Chr i s Var r on e & Dan  Vazquez - In  th is Instruct ion,  there was a viewing of 
power fu l  video cl ips fr om  the M en?s Story Project, discussions on how m ale gender  norm s can affect heal th and wel l -being 
for  people of al l  genders, and discussions on the idea of creat ing our  own CRS M en?s Story Project product ion. To learn m ore 
about the M SP,  visi t  www.m ensstoryproject.org.

 

http://www.mensstoryproject.org/


2
7 8



1968

50th A nniversary
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1968

30th A nniversary 

1988
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 Yen a Pu r m asi r   (?08, ?09, ?11, ?15, ?16)  

After  com plet ing a year -long research in ternship at NYU 
School  of M edicine?s W or ld Trade Center  M ental  H eal th 
program , I 'm  exci ted to share that I 'l l  be going back  to school  
th is fal l ! I 'l l  be com plet ing a M aster?s in  Theological  Studies at 
H arvard Divin i ty School , focusing on South Asian rel igious 
tr adi t ions and prepar ing for  doctoral  r esearch in  th is f ield. I  am  
also st i l l  act ively wr i t ing, m oving between poetr y, prose, and 
f ict ion. This October  wi l l  see the release of [Dis]Connected: 
Poem s & Stor ies of Connect ion and Otherwise, an anthology 
explor ing them es of connect ion, m odern i ty, and the 
inspirat ional  r elat ionship between poetr y and f ict ion. 

Char l es K ai m an  (?63) 

I  have been a painter  since age 13, and I  show at blue m ountain  gal ler y in  M anhattan. I  
m oved fr om  NYC to Albuquerque in  2003 with m y wife of 40 years, Cynthia, and m y 
son,Ted. Ted is now m ar r ied and has a soon to be one year  old son. In  the best 
tr ansgenerat ional  tr adi t ion of Rising Sun,Ted is an attorney in  Albuquerque, 
r epresenting the in terests of the poor , the elder ly, and the young. Cynthia is a prol i f ic 
m ul t im edia craftsperson, and she and I  spend our  days work ing on our  ar t . Chloe is our  
loyal  dog.

Jacquel i n e Vol uz ('07, '08, and '11)

M y dears! In  ten years so m uch has changed, and lots has stayed the sam e. After  h igh 
school , I  l ived in  Tatarstan for  a sum m er , studied In ternat ional  Studies at M iddlebury 
Col lege in  Verm ont, studied in  M oscow for  a year , and worked in  Tbi l isi . After  col lege, I  
m oved down to W ashington, DC for  three years of pleasantly surpr ising oppor tun i t ies to 
bui ld com m unity through m y job work ing on in ternat ional  exchange program s, m y 
wr i t ing group, and queer  and ant i -r acism  organizing. As of th is year , I 'm  back  in  New York  
coordinat ing col lege leadership developm ent fel lowships at the W atson Foundation. 
Com e m eet up, eat sweets, or  crash at m y place next t im e you'r e in  NYC! Big hugs!  

Lee Per etz ('08 and '16)

This year  is super  tr ansform ative for  m e. At th is t im e of the year  in  2017 I  was tr avel ing in  
Nor th India, in  Ladakh not th ink ing at al l  what the near  future holds for  m e and what a great 
jum p I 'm  about to do personal ly.  I  star ted un iversi ty, studying physical  therapy in  Ben 
Gur ion Universi ty f in ishing m y f i r st  year  out of 4. I  l ive with a wonder fu l  par tner  and an old 
dog in  the town of Beer  Sheva, in  the m eantim e. In  th is upcom ing Septem ber  our  alum ni 
associat ion wi l l  be holding the wor ld r eunion, and of course i  invi te everyone who can and 
want to join  us, or  contact for  any quest ion.
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 Lau r en  M i l l er  ('08)

I  am  about to star t  m y four th year  at UC Berkeley in  their  Classics PhD program , studying 
and teaching Greek  and Rom an poetr y. I?m  loving Cal i forn ia but I  hope I  can m ake i t  to a 
reunion soon!

 Con or  San chez  ('02,  '03) 

Since m y t im e at CRS, I 've bounced around a lot (Los Angeles, D.C., Nicaragua, New 
M exico). I  got m ar r ied in  2012, served in  the Peace Corps, and I 'm  now in  graduated school  
in  Boston. Always happy to hear  fr om  CRS brothers and sister s.
 

Served 2 years as a 
m issionary for  the 
Church of Jesus Chr ist  of 
Latter -Day Saints in  
Brazi l  fr om  2011-2013. 
M ar r ied in  2016. 
Received Bachelor s fr om  
Br igham  Young 
Universi ty in  Psychology. 
Cur rent ly a pi lot  cadet in  
the US Air  Force (why he 
couldn 't  attend the 
Alum ni Reunion). 

 Davi d  For d   (?08, ?10)

 Can 't  bel ieve i ts 20 years 
since m y 1st sum m er. I  l ive 
in  Rockaway, Queens and 
work  in  Construct ion and 
Real  Estate in  the ci ty. Love 
spending t im e at CRS in  
the off season, noth ing l ike 
Cl in ton M aple Syrup. 

 M i chael  Sar atovsk y ('98, '99) 

I  f in ished M ed School  and am  cur rent ly 
tr ain ing to becom e a Neurologist in  one 
of M adr id?s best hospi tals. This is m y f i r st  
year  out of four , and wi l l  be in  M adr id al l  
that t im e, so do not doubt to h i t  m e up i f 
you are ever  around! 
 

An a Bal tasar  Cor r al  ('08 an d  '10)
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 Rick  Luis '61 and Nita Luis were thr i l led 
and deeply honored to learn a Catalpa tr ee 
had been planted in  their  honor  at 
Cl in ton!  M ay i t  grow and f lour ish with the 
seat around i t  for  Cam pers to r esem ble 
the Catalpa tr ee at Red H ook .  They 
en joyed visi t ing with so m any alum ni 
fr om  m any decades of Red H ook , Cl in ton, 
& Stendis dur ing the Reunion weekend at 
Cl in ton, after  having just spent a 
wonder fu l  evening in  Oslo with 
Norwegian alum nae.  The Board m eeting 
provided a thorough update on operat ions, 
wi th m any alum ni attending and ask ing 
quest ions. They appreciated the tour  
Cam eron Rylance gave of Red H ook , 
showing repair s that have been m ade and 
descr ibing in  detai l  the m any chal lenges i t  
would take to br ing the proper ty in to 
com pl iance with cur rent local  and federal  
r egulat ions.  Rick  en joyed singing the 
Cam p H enry, Red H ook , and Everybody 
Loves Saturday Night (in  several  
languages) songs.  Thank  you to al l  who 
worked so hard to m ake the Reunion a 
success!  

 

Rick  & Nita Luis were pleased to be 
enter tained in  Oslo, Norway by Inga 
Sem m ingsen and her  fam i ly in  July, since 
Inga could not m ake i t  to Cl in ton for  her  
20th Reunion.  Along with Kar ina 
Bir keland Kjel lson, they en joyed shar ing 
m any stor ies of CRS and alum ni m et 
through both Cl in ton and Stendis, where 
Kar ina had been a counselor. 

Ri char d  an d  Ni ta Lou i s

1993

25th A nniversary

1993
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I  hold a m edical  doctor  degree, as wel l  as degrees in  m edical  in form atics and heal th econom ics.

As co-founder  of the Rotar ian Jazz Fel lowship I  st i l l  play the gui tar  in  var ious bands.

M y wife Tanja and m ysel f have two sons, Tim  (2000) and Ti l  (2003). Tim  was a legacy cam per  in  
2014. Ti l  wi l l  join  m e for  m y 40th anniversary reunion at Cam p.

I  co-founded the Germ an Alum ni Organisat ion and was H ead of the Organizing Com m ittee for  
the 2010 W or ld Reunion in  Ber l in . I  joined the LAJF Board of Director s in  2015. I  th ink , I  becam e 
a 'cam per  for  l i fet im e', no clue how that happened... ;-)

 

 After  m y studies in  m edicine, I  
special ized ear ly in  m edical  com puter  
assisted m ethods. I  operated m any years 
in  the f ield of cl in ical  contract r esearch 
and cel lu lar  im m unotherapy for  U.S. 
based enterpr ises and acted as a general  
m anager  for  a leading Japanese m edical  
technology com pany. Before join ing 
Cerner  I  was in  charge of exper t system s 
for  genom e data in terpretat ion, act ing as 
a Senior  Vice President. As General  
M anager  for  Cerner?s business in  
Germ any, I  advocate for  digi tal  
t r ansform ation and populat ion heal th 
m anagem ent across heal th care 
organizat ions and sur rounding 
com m unit ies.

 Thom as Ber ger  ?78  

LAJF Boar d  of  Di r ector s  ('15, '16, '17, '18) 

20th A nniversary

1998

1998



2019

 M y dear  sister s and brothers, I  feel  proud and honored to 
be par t of the LAJF fam i ly. I t  is always a pleasure to m eet 
wi th old fr iends or  new alum ni m em bers - everyone is 
br ight, innovative and a leader  in  their  own com m unity. I t  
has been 10 years since I  was a young and unaware cam per , 
chopping wood, singing m y lungs out before and after  each 
m eal , playing the piano in  the forest on a Saturday n ight. 
Today I  am  based in  London, work ing in  in ternat ional  sales 
for  a H ol lywood f i lm  distr ibut ion com pany, and also I  
fr equently take par t in  independent TV shows as an 
actress. Feel  fr ee to drop m e a l ine i f  you ever  happen to be 
in  London, or  just want to r econnect. Love, Sofia 

 Sof i a El ef ther i ades ('08) 

 Since attending cam p Anthony has m oved fr om  M innesota to 
Cal i forn ia for  col lege. H e now works in  construct ion m anagem ent 
and l ikes to spend t im e with the CRS Cal i forn ia Alum ni Associat ion. 
Anthony hopes that th ir d person was the r ight choice for  th is update 
but is wi l l ing to accept r idicule i f  i t  was not. 

 An thon y Cam pan a ('08, '10) 

 I  have com pleted m y bachelor  of science degree in  Biotechnology 
in  W roc?aw, Poland. Then m oved to Denm ark , Odense, to work  in  
proteom ics research and pursue a M aster 's degree.  I  have 
graduated June 2018 with an M Sc in  Com putat ional  Biom edicine. 
Cur rent ly I  l ive in  Copenhagen and wi l l  star t  work ing as a 
researcher  in  cl in ical  tr ials in  Septem ber. Al l  in  al l  l i fe tr eats m e 
wel l , I  plan on tr avel ing a l i t t le next year , as m y com pany wi l l  send 
m e to Asia for  8 m onths. Besides that, European guys fr om  08' tend 
to m eet up every now and then, so I  hope that tr adi t ion wi l l  
cont inue. Al l  the best to 2008 cam pers!
 

 W ojci ech  M i chal ak   (?08,?10) 

 After  graduating fr om  high school  in  Phi ladelphia, Pennsylvania, in  
2011, I  attended the Universi ty of Nor th Carol ina at Chapel  H i l l , where I  
m ajored in  Am er ican Studies and Pol i t ical  Science. In  col lege I  
discovered m y passion for  education, which led m e to becom e a 5th 
grade social  studies teacher  in  Durham , Nor th Carol ina fr om  2015 to 
2018. In  August 2018, I  wi l l  begin a hopeful  career  in  publ ic in terest 
advocacy by attending the Duke Universi ty School  of Law in  Durham , 
Nor th Carol ina. In  addi t ion to star t ing law school , I  am  thr i l led to be 
m ar r ying m y col lege gir l fr iend Ashley in  June 2019. 

 Zachar y K apl an   (?08) 

2003

15TH A NNIVERSA RY

 W ent to Brook lyn Col lege and UCSD for  an M FA in  Visual  
Ar t . (Got m ar r ied along the way; just celebrated 44th 
anniversary.) W orked as an ar t ist  in  NYC. Taught in  
Detroi t . Becam e a professor  at Drexel  Universi ty. In  
sem i-ret i r em ent I  cont inue to work  in  the studio and 
exhibi t ; on the side I  r ecently served as president of m y 
com m unity associat ion. H ave tr avel led a lot (m ostly I taly 
but also the rest of Europe and China). W rote a piece for  
the Sundial  on the "Black  Sheep" season of 1968. 

 Bl ai se Tobi a ?68 
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2013

2008

10TH A NNIVERSA RY

5TH A NNIVERSA RY



Louis August Jonas Foundation
77 Bleeker  St, C2-13
New York , NY, 10012

contact@lajf.org

www.lajf.org

cl ick here to donate in honor of your reunion  
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